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OF THE 


DIOCESE OF CHESTER. 


My REVEREND BRETHREN, 

N the two former diſcourſes ad- 
1 dreſſed to you, I endeavoured to 
fix the true notion of the Lord's 
Supper, to inforce the neceſſity, and 
to point out the benefits of it. My 
principal object in this is to ſhew, 
how cloſely the leading benefits of 
Pardon and Santification are con- 
nected wirh this ſacrament, as a feaſt 
on a ſacrifice; a conſideration, which 
I con- 


[ vi 4 2 


I conceive, may be preſſed with great 
practical advantages upon the minds 
of your auditors, whilſt it upholds a 
ſenſe of the real dignity and impor- 


tance of this holy rite. 1 4 


Jam ever, 


my Reverend Brethren, 


* 


* 


0 


|. Jour faithful and 


affectionate Servant, 


CR % 


8. 


W. CHESTER: 


HEBREWS IX. 14. 


How much more ſhall the blood of Chrift 
which through the eternal ſpirit of 
fered himſelf without ſpot to God, 

purge your conſcience from dead 
works to ſerve the living God ? 


NCONSISTENCY | in our opinions is 
perhaps the unavoidable conſequence of 
errour; but glaring abſurdities ſeldom ariſe from 
the mere infirmity of underſtanding, and are 
ſtill more rarely ſupported by a diſpaſſionate 
judgment: on the contrary, they are generally 
the indications of an intereſted deſign, the ef- 
forts of a felfiſh zeal, or the exertions of a 
factious and party ſpirit. 


( 2 ) 

Such evidently is the charge of profanation 
in the uſe of the Sacramental Teſt, when 
urged by thoſe who in their theory of the 
Lord's ſupper, leave nothing in it which can 
welt be profaned. Whilſt they rob our Saviour 
of his Divinity, they indeed are guilty of a 
profanation, at which We with whom he is 
an object of worſhip, may reaſonably ſtand 
aghaſt: but if our Lord's nature were purely 
human, as no rite inſtituted in memory of 
him, would be a means of Divine worſhip, fo 


would no ſuppoſable abuſe of it be in ſtrict 


conſtruction, a profanation. The teſt itſelf 
would fall below the dignity of a religious 
ſanction, and under the level of that public at- 
teſtation, which whether made by Chriſtian, 
Jew, or Mahometan, implies an appeal in each 
to his object of Worſhip, the One God. 
Were it my purpoſe now to vindicate this 
ſpecific Teſt, I ſhould perhaps reſt my argu- 
ment on the conſideration of this one plain 
re that whilſt our Church, including 
Laity as well as Clergy, conſiders this Sacra- 
ment as generally neceſſary to ſalvation, and 


has injoined a mode of adminiſtration, which 
ſhe thinks to be the moſt edifying, the Legiſ- 


lature, which is a part of that Church, cannot 
either wiſely or honeſtly intruſt thoſe with 


overs intereſting to her ſafety, who from 


contempt 
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contempt or averſion refuſe to comply with 


the uſages moſt eſſential to her conſtitution. 
But, I thank God, we are happily exempted 
at preſent, from the neceſſity of purſuing a 
queſtion fo lately decided by the general ſenti- 


ment of the people, as well as by the voice of 


their repreſentatives. I am led rather to con- 
fider the juſtneſs of a remark made by one of 
the moſt judicious and accurate writers of this 


century, who indeed ſpent his life in the la- 


borious defence of the great doctrines of our 
Church: * his remark was, ** that in general, 

« diſcuſſions which had for object immediately 
« to leſſen the dignity and importance of the 
« Lord's ſupper, were in reality deſigned as ſo 


% ma pero attacks upon the Divinity of Chriſt.” 


whoever will refle& attentively upon 


Z to ſubje&s will in the end fee the grounds 
of his remark ; for as the Socinians by denying 


the Divinity of Chriſt do neceſſarily lower the 
dignity and advantages of this rite; ſo whoever 


_ conſiders this rite ſimply as a remembrance of 


his death, doth in effect deny the Divinity of 
Chriſt : for example; the idea of the Sacryfice 


of Chriſt's death, juſt as it is allowed, or denied, 
decides ultimately and at no great diſtance' 


upon the truth of Chriſt's Divine nature. If 


Chriſt's death was not a real facrifice, then we 


* Dr. Waterland. 


A 2 loſe 


- 4 iis... 


- 
— 


e 


— 


2 a 2 
2778 3 1 PIER 


— n 
* 1 9 3 


44188 
ay 


. 
9 * 


1 


loſe all idea of atonement, ſatisfaction, or pro- 
pitiation: for Scripture gives no other means 


of atonement, and reaſon gives none at all. 


But if atonement be not requiſite either in 


reaſon, or revelation, the divine nature is no 
longer intereſted in the object of Chriſt's miſ- 


ſion. He who was to be a prophet like 
Moſes, could like him with the fame divine 
aſſiſtance have as eaſily introduced a new law: 
as he to whom the ſpirit was vouchſafed with- 


out meaſure, would by ſuch cooperation be 


enabled to leave an example of perfect holi- 
neſs. And theſe ſeem all the benefits of his 
miſſion, which are compriſed in the Socinian 
Creed. The Socinian therefore acts con- 
ſiſtently enough in denying the idea of the 
facrifice of Chriſt's death, that he may not be 
bound to acknowledge the conſequences, which 


ſo ſoon follow upon it. For if Chriſt's death 


be a ſacrifice, it was ſuch for the ſake of atone- 


ment to be made for the fins of others : but 


who ſhall make atonement for the ſins of ano- 
ther ? It 1s evident from reaſon and revelation, 


that no man, as ſuch, may redeem his brother, 


or give to God a ranſom for him. The lamb 
of God, that is the victim, who ſhould take 


away the fins of the world, was to be more 


than man; and as the argument applies to 


every * creature, muſt indeed be 
Sad, 
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: God. 80 . a connection has the 00 
of the ſacrifice of Chriſt's death with his di- 


vine nature. Accordingly a Writer, whoſe zeal 


for the repeal of the Sacramental Teſt is more 


conſpicuous than his attention to ſcripture doc- 


trines, expreſſes a doubt whether Chriſt was 
a facrifice any otherwiſe than metaphorically, 


as he is called, a door, a vine, a ſhepherd, 


a way, and the like. * 


I do not mean to give a momentary credit 


to ſuch doubts by entering into an anxious and 
laboured diſcuſſion on the ſubject, eſpecially 
before this audience. But we cannot too often 
hold up to the attention of our younger hearers. 
the great doctrines of our religion ſupported 
by plain ſcripture proofs, that they may be 
enabled the better to maintain a conviction 
once founded in argument againſt the perſe- 
vering and unwearied labours of our adverſaries, 
who whilſt they multiply their publications, 
characteriſe them at the ſame time with a 
profligate intrepidity of aſſertion, which bears 
down the native diffidence of young minds, 
impoſes upon their candour, and precluding all 
ſuſpicion of doubt, induces them to believe 


propoſitions, which have neither truth nor the 
colour of truth, For it will be remembered 


0 1A to the Biſhop of Cheſter, p. 3. 
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that, as a fortreſs the moſt impregnable i in the 
eye of ſcience muſt be defended by the vi 

lance and activity of the garriſon, fo the great 
truths of religion, though propagated and vin- 
dicated in the firft inftance by the interpoſition 
of Heaven, yet when committed to human 
care, can only be ſecured and maintained by 
human induſtry and zeal. And poſſibly it 
never was more expedient, or more neceſfary, 
I do not except any period of time in this 
kingdom, to inculcate, to explain, to inforce 
them, in public and in private, in ſeaſon and 
out of ſeaſon, to make them 'the topics of 
domeſtic intercourſe, of academic inſtructions, 
the occupation of the pulpit, and the ultimate 
ſcope of all our learned labours. | It is now 
again become eminently incumbent on thoſe 
who believe the plain truths of the Goſpel, to 
profeſs their belief, and of thoſe who profeſs, 
to give a reaſon of their hope, as well as to 
manifeſt its exiſtence by that animated zeal 
which is its genuine effect; returning again as 
often as occaſion ſhall make it neceſſary, to 
the principles of the doctrine of Chriſt, and 
laying : again the foundation of repentance from 
dead works and faith towards God, leſt under 
the preſent ſecurity of our eſtabliſhment, we 
ſuffer the hereſy of ſome, whilſt it flatters the 
broad 28 of Aber to make gradual and 
. 1 4 5 individual 


(PI 45 
individual depredations upon the ſubjects of 
our Holy Faith, more effectual and pernicious 
than the avowed exertions of united force. 
Nov if the notion, that Chriſt's death Was 
a ſacrifice cannot be ſupported, it is plain, that 
the idea of @ feaſt upon a ſacrifice in the 
Lord's ſupper, can have no reality; and our 
Church is wrong at ſetting out-in her account 
of this ſacrament, when ſhe declares the de- 
ſign of it, the continual remembrance of the 
facrifice of the death of Chriſt; and upon any 
reaſonable doubt of the matter, we ſhould be 
bound to go back a ſtep further, in order to 
ſee on what ground this idea had been taken 
up from Scripture. But however difficult it 
may have been to give a definition of a facri- 
fice which ſhall meet the ideas of all parties; 
yet one would think that it cannot be a mat- 
ter of candid doubt, whether a life offered to 
God by the ſhedding of blood to fatisfy for the 
ſins of others, for that is the Scripture account 
of Chrift's death, be not a proper facrifice, 
although our Saviour was Bod victim and 
n 
At leaſt no one will doubt of the Gin ſenſe 

of that paſſage of Iſaiah, any more than of the 
Juſt application of it to Chriſt ; Thou ſhalt 
fc make his ſoul an offering for fin;”* Nor of 
Chap. liii, v. 10. 
1 5 that 


r 
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that of St. Paul to the Hebrews ; By his 
c own blood he entered in once into the holy 
&« place: * Nor again of the following paſ- 
ſages from the fame Apoſtle :: He © was 
t once offered 20 bear the fins of many; for 
15 the bodies of thoſe beaſts whoſe blood is brought 
into the ſanctuary by the High Prieſt for „n, 
are burnt without the camp; wherefore Jeſus 
alſo, that he might ſanctify the people 77h bis 
own \blood, ſuffered without the gate. 
Thus St, Peter, © who his own ſelf fa. 
te our fins in his own body on the tree. + 
And St. John; The blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
e his ſon cleanſeth us from all ſin. But 
not to be too long even in a point of the 
higheſt. moment, take the expreſs declarations 
of Scripture. He (Chriſt) appeared to put away 
ſin by the facrifice of himſelf. 9 Again: but 
this man, after he had offered one ſacrifice for 1 
fins, for ever fat down on the right hand of b 
God. Once more: Chriſt our paſſover 7s [ 
Secrificed for us. A paſſage with which I 
conclude the proofs of the real ſacrifice of the 
death of Chriſt for the ſake of the inference 
which the Apoſtle draws from it, nns 
56 [et us 9 the N i 
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It will poſſibly be remembered, that in the 
ent to prove the Lord's ſupper to 
be a feaſt on a ſacrifice, my argument reſted 
wholly on the words of the inſtitution. To 


this argument I have ſince met with no di- 


rect objection, other than that which I have 
juſt ſtated, namely, that the death of Chriſt 
was not a facrifice, an objection levelled 


againſt all the benefits of his death, and 


all indeed that are eſſential to our comfort in 


the Goſpel diſpenſation. But the facrifice of 
Chriſt's death being thus obviouſly ſupported 


by expreſs declarations of ſcripture, as the 
hinge upon which turns the whole plan of re- 


demption, upon which indeed hang the law 


and the prophets; for neither the predictions 
of the one, nor the types of the other, are other- 


wiſe intelligible; I proceed by way of further 
proof to ſome remarks on thoſe paſſages in St. 


Paul's E piſtles, upon which the argument hath 


more uſually reſted. 

The former of theſe paſſages is that already 
cited. Chriſt, our paſſover, is facrificed 
for us, therefore let us keep the feaſt.” 
From whence I conclude, and notwithſtanding 
the arguments which have been elſewhere F 
with great candour urged to elude the con- 


cluſion, I cannot but conclude on the expreſs 


authority of the Apoſtle firſt, that Chriſt's death 


Was 2 real lacrifice; ; ſecondly, that he was our 
T In private letters, paſſover, 


C0) 

Paſſover, or Paſchal lamb, by whoſe blood we 
are ſaved; and thirdly, that the memory of the 
facrifice of his rag is to be obſerved as that 
of the paſſover had been, by a fegſt. And until 
I fee reaſons to ſet aſide, or render theſe infe- 
rences doubtful, I ſhall ſuppoſe myſelf juſ- 
tified in taking them for granted: and in 
drawing from them compared with the words 
of our Lord during his laſt paſchal feaſt, . do 
« this as oft as ye drink it in remembrance of 
* me,” this concluſion ; That the feaſt in ce- 
lebration of the ſacrifice of the paſſover, at 
which he was then preſent, was to be conti- 
nue d, in the participation of bread and wine, 
and be object to be changed, in remembrance 
of his death, of his body Dee, and of his 
blood ſhed. 
T be other paſſage i is that 3 in the firſt epiſtle 

to the Corinthians. + Ve cannot drink the 
cup of the Lord and the cup of devils; 
« ye cannot be partakers of the: Lord's table 

<« and the table of devils :” where the words 
in each propoſition imply a ſtrict analogy be- 
tween the thing done in each caſe, as well as 
between the moral aud 2 en of 
each, _ 
- But the thing done in one caſes the 
drinking of a cup dedicated to devils, d the 
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being partakers of a table, (or meats). of. 
fered to devils; and that cup and that table, 
as may be ſeen from the preceding verſes of | 
this chapter, + were conſidered as the materials 
of a feaſt on a ſacrifice; we muſt therefore 


unavoidably conclude, that the thin g done in 


the latter caſe, was the drinking of a cup and 


the being partakers of a table dedicated to 


God, as a feaſt on a facrifice. T he converted 
Jews then, to whom Saint Paul writes, did 


drink the cup of the Lord, and were partakers 
of the Lord s table, in form of a feaſt on a ſa- 


crifice. The fa& being thus proved, let us 
now attend to the conſequences. 
For it is objected to this notion of a feaſt on 


a ſacrifice, that, if the Lord's ſupper convey 


ll the benefits of the ſacrifice, it will ſup- 
poſe a total and neceſſary remiſſion of fin from 
time to time upon the due uſe of this rite, a 
ſuppoſition, which will encourage the ſinner 


in his wickedneſs, rather than amend his mo- 


ral habits. 
Now to ſee how far this objection be juſt, 
it may be requiſite to inquire into the uſe and 


t Behold Iſrael after the fleſh, are not they avhich eat of the 


Jagrificer, partakers of the altar ? 

| What fay I then? that the idol is any thing? or that which 
is offered in A E-/ to Idols is any thing? 
But I ſay, that the things which the Gentiles facrifice, they 
ſacrifice to devils and not:to God, and I ne not that ye ſhould 
bave POP with devils. 
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„ 
intent of the ſacrifices under the Moſaic Law, 
and the points in which they differ from the 
great ſacrifice made by Chriſt: it will then of 
courſe be ſeen, in what eſſential points thoſe 
ſacrifices differ from the ſacrificial feaſt inſti- 
tuted in memory of Chriſt's death. _ 

Happily the 1 inquiry lies in a ſmall compaſs, 
and the reſult is given us by a writer, whoſe 
authority will not be queſtioned, and with a 
perſpicuity, which admits of no cavil, or doubt. 
The author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews hath 
diſcuſſed this matter at large i in his ninth and 
tenth chapters, where it is immediately his de- 
ſign to draw the compariſon, in order to ſhew 
the eſſential ſuperiority which this latter ſacri- 
fice had over the ſacrifices of the Moſaic Law. 

The whole ſervice of the Tabernacle is 
there declared to have *« ſtood only in meats 
« and drinks, and divers waſhings, and carnal | 
4c rites, or rather, Sci ce pn, purifyings h 
« of the fleſh.” * Again, the High Prieſt is ſaid 
every year to offer blood for himſelf, and the 
errours, or rather, a,,n̊̃n, the ignorances 
of the people. Again: the blood of bulls and 
of goats, and the aſhes of an heifer ſprinkling 
the unclean, are ſaid to ſanctify to the purifying 
of” the fleſh, that is, to take away the outward 
defilement, and to render a man capable of 


by Chap, ix. v. 10. + Ibid. v. 7. 
| communion 


3 
communion in holy things. So far their in- 
tent and effect, or what they were deſigned 
to do and could do. 

And it is as clearly ſtated, as to what they 
could not do. It is faid, „they could not 
*« make holy concerning the conſcience him that 
did the ſervice.” Again, © for the law hav- 
ing the ſhadow or outline of good things, 
« and not the very image, can never with 
« thoſe ſacrifices, which they offer year by 
« year, ſanctify the comers thereunto: for it is 
« impoſſible that the blood of bulls and of 
« goats ſhould take away ſins.” Therefore it 
was, that in thoſe ſacrifices there is a re- 
«© membrance again made of ſins every year.” 
To the deſign and effect of theſe ſacrifices the 
Apoſtle then oppoſes the deſign and effect of 
Chriſt's ſacrifice, and to the inability of the 
former, the unlimited efficacy of the latter. 
ce If the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 
« aſhes of the heifer ſprinkling them that are 
« unclean, ſanctifieth as touching the purify- 
ing the fleſh, how much more ſhall the 
&« blood of Chriſt, which through the eternal 
_ « ſpirit offered himſelf without ſpot to God, 
te purge your conſcience from dead works to 
« ſerve the living God. Again, the inefficacy 
of annual ſacrifices for the people, and of the 


more frequent ſacrifices for the fins of indivi- 
_ duals 


640. 


duals, is ſtrikingly contraſted with the power 
by which we are ſanctified, even that * of the 
« offering of the body of Jeſus, Chriſt. once 
«© made, who, by his own. blood entered in 
«« once into the holy place, and obtained efer-, 
% nal redemption for us,” And every Prieſt,” - 
fays this Apoſtle, <*.appeareth-daily miniſtring, 
« and ofttimes offereth one manner of offer- 
« ing, which can never take away, fins, But 
« this man, after he had offered one ſacrifice 
4 for ſins, ſitteth for ever at the right hand 
of God,” x 
In a word, the ſacrifices of th Bee 
and Temple ſatisfied only for offences againſt the 
Ceremonaal law, if we except ſome inſtances of 
the Judicial; and were calculated merely to pro- 
duce a relative holineſs. required by that law. 
The ſacrifice made by Chriſt ſatisfied for of- 
fences againſt the Moral law, and by a remiſ - 
ſion of ſuch fins, affects a real holineſs, that 
is, it removes the pollution and acquits from 
guilt, or the obligation to puniſhment requi- 
red. by, the Moral law, The facrifices of the 
Moſaic, law were, therefore to be repeated ſo 
often, as the acts or omiſſions producing legal 
uncleanneſs render them needful. But a full 
remiſſion of the ſins of mankind being pro- | 
mise, a8 the privilege of the covenant Pat FR 
"LVL: \* Hebr. Chap. x. ver. 11,12. 
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chaſed by the facrifice of Chriſt's death, for it 


is ſand; ** ther ſins and iniquities will I rement- 
ber no more”, there remaineth, to uſe the 
Apoſtles words, no more offering for fins.” 

Jo attribute therefore atonement, or expi- 


ation to any ſubſequent rite is to contradict the 


whole ſenſe of Scripture ; nor do I know that 
any Proteſtant writer hath ever been guilty of 
an abſurdity, the ſuppoſition of which I con- 
ceive to originate in the haſte, and miſappre- 


henſion of thoſe, who have lin it to our 


char ge. | 
The natural; inquiry, and that in which we 
are moſt intereſted: is, in what fenſe, ws: ; in 


what manner does this plenary remiſſion, or as 


it is elſewhere called in oppoſition to the tempo- 
rary effects of the legal ſacrifices, s this eter- 
«© nal redemption obtained for us,” apply to 
the conſcience and comfort of individuals? 
To this it is obvious to anſwer, that whether 
we conſider the attributes of God, or the 
happineſs of man, as a- moral agent, or the na- 


ture of a covenant, in which the contracting 


parties have always their reciprocal engage- 
ments, it is obvious to anſwer, that ſuch a re- 


miſſion can never be unconditional, ſuch a 


pardon can never be ſo paſſed in favour of man- 
kind, as not to render the acceptance of it on 
the part of man a voluntary meaſure. As an 
1 558 Hebr. x. v, 15.—18. 

offender, 


Pl 
4 
14 
Fl 
Ti] 
1 
10 
| 
the 
* 
1 
* " : 
* 
"ID 
Wen 
$4 
4 
5 
* 
48 


o — Þ 
— 


( 16 ) 


offender, he muſt atleaſt plead an act of grace, 
who wiſhes to be comprehended within its 
benefit. But to plead an act of grace is to 
acknowledge the power, the juſtice, and the 
mercy of the offended party: and to do 
this in the preſent caſe would be to expreſs 
faith not only in God, but in the merits of 
Chriſt's ſacrifice. Again, whilſt God treats 
us as moral agents, or acts himſelf as a moral 
governor, we cannot ſuppoſe this remiſſion to 
be obtained, that we may continue in our fins, 
or that this grace was ſo given, that ſin may 
abound. Something more therefore would 
be requiſite, than merely an acknowledgment | 
of God's juſtice, or a confidence in the- 
efficacy of Chriſt's merits. « _ 

There muſt be a confeſſion of the _ and 
an abhorrence of it as an offence to God, and 
an earneſt promiſe of an amended conduct 
hereafter; articles theſe which make the ſub- 
ſtance of repentance. 

Will not then theſe acts of faith and repent- 
ance be conſidered as a full and ſufficient title 
to this remiſſion of ſins? The anſwer to this 
queſtion is clearly, has God any where ſig- 
nified his pleaſure, that this act of grace 

ſhould be ſued, this remiſſion of ſin applied 
on our part under any form, or external cir- 
cumſtance of action, any — inſtituted 

modes ? 
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inſtituted modes? If ſo; it will be eaſily ſeen 
what theſe are. Now it is injoined as a rite 
peculiar to the new covenant, that we ſhould 
be baptized for the remiſſion of fins: and again, 

in the inſtitution of the Lord's ſupper, we are 
es to eat of the body of Chriſt, 
which was given for us, and to drink of his 
blood, which was en for us for the rem Non 

. 

Baptiſm and the bowl s ſupper len 
being the rites, not by which we atone for, or 
expiate ſins, but the rites, through which we 
are commanded to apply to our conſciences 
this remiſſion of ſin obtained by the atonement 
and expiation made by Chriſt, their nature and 
efficacy come next to be conſidered. But as 
it Is not at preſent my object to enter upon 
the efficacy of Baptiſm, I mention it only as 
an initiatory rite, which is not to be repeated, 
and which having its parallel in Circumciſion, 
bears no analogy to the ordinary facrifices of 
the law. And as it has been my buſineſs * 
therto to prove that the Lord's ſupper is 
feaſt on the ſacrifice of Chriſt's death, and i 
ſhew the external cireumſtanees, in which it 
reſembles the legal ſacrifices, I ſhall now con- 
fine myſelf to points of internal, or ſpiritual 
import. 

Here I think it will be granted me, that 
from the very nature of a feaſt on a facrifice 

= 0 
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it was a pledge, and earneſt to the commu- 

nicant of all the benefits of the ſacrifice, to 

which it belonged : from whence J infer, that 

the feaſt on the ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt 

doth hold out to the faith of a chriſtian all, 
which that ſacrifice, could we ſuppoſe it ca- 
pable of repetition, would from time to time 
convey to the communicant. 

To the queſtion therefore, in which the 
whole force of the objection to this notion of 
the Sacrament lies; does it as totally and 
perfectly acquit from guilt, as the facrifices 
under the law did ? or rather to the queſtion 
more accurately ſtated with a view to the ne- 
ceſſary conditions; does the Lord's ſupper re- 
ceived with faith convey a total pardon of fins 


duly repented of ? I anſwer, it clearly does ; 
and that it does from the very nature of the in- 


ſtitution, not as an act of atonement or expi- 
ation, but as an application of the atonement 
made by Chriſt, compriſe and convey all the 
benefits of it. 


For it would be unaccountable, that we 


ſnould be injoined either to eat bread, or to 


drink wine, under the deſcription of a body and 
blood, broken and ſhed to obtain benefits for 
us, if they were not in ſome way the means of 
applying thoſe benefits to ourſelves ſo cating 
and * 


But 
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But if we are commanded to eat and drink 
this body and blood in form of a feaſt on a ſa- 
crifice, (and in any other view I have ſhewn 
the mode of this inſtitution to be unintelligi- 
ble) it would: increaſe the difficulty to ſup- 


poſe, that we do not obtain theſe benefits in 


a way analogous to that, by which the benefits 
are derived from every ſacrifice, or that we do 
not receive thoſe very benefits, of which a 
feaſt on a ſacrifice is ordinarily the pledge, or 
earneſt. 

Theſe benefits in the preſent caſe, as they 
| influence our ' happineſs in this life, ahd are 
means conducive to our happineſs in the next, 
I ſhall compriſe under the leading articles of 
Pardon and Sanctification. 

The Lord's ſupper therefore, when duly re- 
ceived, doth convey a full pardon, and totally 
acquit from guilt, or the obligation to puniſh- 
ment, ſo Lat as the conditions, upon which its 
benefits are declared to reſt, ſubſiſt in the mind 
of the communicant ; that is, it leaves the 
ſinner in a ſtate of acceptance with God, ſo 
long as he be careful not to forfeit this ſitua- 

tion by ſubſequent inſtances of miſcondu@. 
The fame preciſely is the effect of Baptiſm, 
which is injoined upon the ſame terms of faith 
and repentance. The fame in this reſpect 


preciſely was the nature of Circumciſion. 


B 2 Its 


« — 
IE. 


i 


1 
if 
6 5 
4 
14 
13 
Tal 
0 
n 
N 
1 


N.. 
1 * 
458 
2 
x. 
155 
* 7 


1 
Its privileges were enj joyed under the ſame 
conditions: Circumciſion verily profiteth, if 
te thou keep the law, but if thou be a breaker 
« of the law, thy circumciſion is made uncir- 
© cumcifion.” The ſame in truth is the foun- 
dation, upon which reſt all the benefits of the 
great Sacrifice itſelf. Yet now hath he re- 
* conciled (you) in the body of his fleſh through 
« death, to preſent you holy and unblamable 
in his ſight, F ye continue in the faith, and 
&« be not be moved away W the hope of the 

8 © Goſpel. n 

And therefore it is, aha in perfect conſo- 
| nance to the whole Goſpel diſpenſation, our 
church, in her communion fervice, hath taught 
us to pray, that God for Chriſt's fake, will 
forgive us all that is paſt, and that we may 
ever hereafter ſerve and pleaſe him in newneſs 
of tife : without which amendment this par- 
don will be withdrawn, and leave the ſinner in 
the ſtate of his prior guilt, with the aggrava- 
tion of having abuſed additional means of 
grace, and therefore with an increaſe of con- 
demnation. 

Now from this repreſentation of the matter, 
which has nothing in it of ſubtlety, and 
which ought not to be new to any writer upon 
the ſubject, no conſequence can be drawn to 


* 1 Coloſs. v. 22. 23. 
the 
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the encouragement of vice ; whilſt it affords a 
ſolid and ſubſtantial comfort to the penitent. 
On the contrary, the doctrine is as wholeſome, 
as it is obvious: it renders habits of virtue ne- 
ceſſary to all, whilſt it ſupplies a mighty in- 
citement to the ſinner, by purging his con- 
« ſcience from dead works, to ſerve the living 
« God,” and, by removing the weight of his 
preſent guilt, enables him chearfully to run the 
race ſet before him, and with confidence to 
aim at the prize of his high calling. 
But in the preſent eagerneſs to depreciate 
the uſe and efficacy of this rite, it is probable, 
we ſhall be ſtill aſked, of what need at all is 
a rite, the conditions of which, faith and re- 
pentance, are in a general view conſidered 
as of themſelves effectual to procure fal- 
vation ? Which queſtion I ſhall anſwer by ap- 
plying it to the other Sacrament ; what need 
is there of Baptiſm? Yet the injunction 1s, 
« repent and be baptiſed.” One ſtep farther: 
what need of any external means? Yet the 
divine wiſdom hath found them expedient in 
every religious diſpenſation, If the queſtion 
could be aſked by any ſober inquirer, I ſhould 
reply reſpecting both theſe Sacraments, that 
they are neceſſary, external means. | 
Firſt, to be the inſtituted expreſſions before 
God of our faith and repentance ; | 
V Secondly, 
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Secondly to be, each, as an offering; of our- 
ſelyes, of our ſouls and bodies, a Pledge to n 
of our future obedience ; _ 

Thirdly, to be pledges fa us of God 8 AC- 
ceptance ; ; 

b ourthly, as ſolemn 1 of our 
agreement in Chriſt, without which there can 
be no church communion; 

Fifthly, to remind us conſtantly, that al 
our hopes of pardon and acceptance reſt upon 


- the facrifice of Chriſt's death. 


And would it not be Teaſonable to erpect, 
that the religious uſe of rites of ſuch impor- 


tance by their practical influence, might be by 


diyine appointment the means of deriving 
upon us the hleſſings of pardon and ſanctifica- 


tion, in a degree beyond that annexed to the 


performance of any. poſitive, or moral duty 


Whatever; even, if we had not authority from 


ſcripture for this concluſion ? _ 
But it is with concern I obſerve in a late 
poſthumous publication, that the objection to 


this argument is carried {till farther : we are 


there told, not only that the notion of pardon 
of ſin, by ſome annexed to the Sacrament of 
the Lord's ſupper, is unwarranted by the paſ- 
ſages of Scripture which relate to it, but that 
preſent and immediate pardon on the part of 
God ; is as contrary, to the general tenour of 
5 0 reaſon, 
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reaſon, as to Scripture; that ſuch cannot take 
place actually in this life, becauſe it is in the 
next that we are to receive the reward of our 


deeds; * nay that even in baptiſm, to which the 


promiſe of pardon is actually made, the promiſe 
does not take effect, nor are the benefits of it 
actually applied to us, at the time, when we are 
baptiſed: they are ſuſpended upon certain con- 
ditions to be performed after baptiſm, which 
we are to continue to perform to our lives' 
end. We are told moreover, that to ſuppoſe 
that any one act of religion, with what ſo- 
lemnity ſoever it be provided for, and whatever 
devotion performed, will procure for us the 
pardon of our ſins, and be ſufficient to inſtate 


us in the favour of God, is to contradict the 


general meaning of the holy Scripture ; it is 
to vacate all the precepts of it, which injoin 
us to perfe& holineſs in the fear of God, to 
abound in every good word and work, and to 


be holy in all manner of Fonverſatiolt and god- 
lineſs. Lo 


The charge contained in this latter period, 
is no more than what I have already endeavour - 


ed to remove, from the idea, which I hold 
out, of the Lord's ſupper, and upon which I 
ſhall again have occaſion to remark ; but I 
am ſorry to be obliged now to retort, that the 


. . Adam's Sermons, p. 244. Pp. 250. T P. 251. 252 
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doctrine here maintained, has a tendency in 
common with the principles of the Socinian; 
namely, to vacate the efficacy of the two great 
rites of the Goſpel, and, in one caſe, in direct 
cContradiction to the plain and expreſs declara- 
tion of that Goſpel; a doctrine, the more re- 
markable, becauſe it contradicts the faith, not 
only of our own Church, but of every Chriſtian 
Church, which has received the Apoſtles', or 
the Nicene Creed: in the hiſtory of which 
Creeds it will be ſeen, that the preſent remiſ- 
ſion of fins was an article of faith in the moſt 
primitive Churches, who are at leaſt good 
witneſſes of the doctrines maintained, as well as 
of the facts, which took place in the Apoſto- 
lic age. In truth, as hath been well faid, it 
* 1s the moſt general and irrefragable ſenſe of 
all, to whom we have reaſon to give credit, 
5* that all ſins whatſoever any perſon is guilty 
of, are remitted in the baptiſm of the ſame 
s perſon; and “ it is as certain that all fins 
** committed by any perſon after baptiſm, are 
* remiſſible, and the perſon committing thoſe 
& fins, ſhall receive forgiveneſs upon true re- 
56 pentance, at any time, according to the 
“ Goſpel.” * Nay, it is evident that much of 
the diſcipline of the primitive Church was 
founded on the notion of an actual forgive-; 


* | Pearſon on the Creed, Article 10. 
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neſs on the part of God, which would take 
place in this life; as it is, that the notion 
itſelf is founded in the expreſs declarations 
of Scripture. Of both which remarks St. 
Paul at once gives a proof and an example, 
when ſpeaking to the Church of Corinth, he 
ſays,” to whom ye forgive any thing, I alſo 
* forgive: for if I forgive any thing, to whom 
« I forgaye it, for your ſakes wee I it in 
* the perſon of Chriſt.” 

For the Apoſtle, it muſt be ſuppoſed, would 
tidy in the perſon of Chriſt forgive upon 
earth, what he believed was forgiven upon 
the ſame terms of repentance and faith, by 
Chriſt in Heaven. If it be urged, that Chriſt 
by the miniſtry of St. Paul, intended only to 
remove temporal puniſhment, namely, the cen- 
ſures and excluſion of the Church of Corinth, 
and not to announce to the inceſtuous perſon 

his actual pardon for paſt fins, and exemption 


from the future puniſhment of them, fo long 


as they ſhould be repented of, I do not ſee, 


how we can ſuppoſe him thus in a ſtate of non- 


acceptance, whilſt he was yet in his fins, and 


the wrath of God till abiding on him, * a fit 
object to be received into the good opinion, 


and communion of the then Church at Co- 


rinth. 


* John iii. v. 36. 
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But I come to the plain declarations of 
Scripture. St. Mark ſays, that John did bap- 
tize in the wilderneſs, and preach the 285 
tiſm of repentance for the remiſſion of fins : 
by which it has been univerſally — nar 
fo far as I know from the time of St. John 
to that of Socinus, that the world were, upon 
repentance, to receive the repaaition oa ors in 
bapim. 

Vet the writer, already quoted, ee the 
in baptiſm the promiſe (of remiſſion of ſins) 
does not take effect, nor are the benefits of it 
actually applied to us, at the time, when we are 
baptiſed: they are ſuſpended upon certain con- 
ditions to be performed after baptiſm, which 
we are to continue to perform to our lives 
end: that is, John did not preach the baptiſm 
of repentance for remiſſion of fins, but remiſ- 
fion of fins as the reward of repentance after | 
baptiſm : as if it was not as good ſenſe, and 
as conſonant to reaſon, that God fhould for- 
give upon repentance of paſt fins, as promiſe 
future forgiveneſs upon future repentance. 
Moreover, if ſanctification be not excluded 
from the benefits of baptiſm, as well as juſti- 
fication, and theſe benefits are ſuſpended upon 
conditions to be performed to our lives end, 
then is ſanctification poſtponed, till we have 
7 Ch. i. v. 4. 
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no uſe for it, even to our lives' end, inſtead 
of being made the neceſſary means of perfect- 
ing our holineſs. Again, © Ananias faid to 
« Paul, after he had received his ſight, ariſe, 
60 and be baptiſed, and waſh away thy ſins, 
te calling on the name of the Lord.” 

Now did St. Paul in baptiſm waſh away 
his ſins, or did he not? Was he ina ſtate of 
juſtification, or in that of a repentant, yet un- 
pardoned finner to his life's end? St. Paul 
himſelf alluding to this tranſaction, and ſpeak- 
ing of himſelf as the chief of ſinners, fays 
more than once, that he obtained mercy, and 
that the grace of our Lord was exceeding 
abundant . I will leave to others therefore to 


decide, whether thoſe benefits of baptiſm, 


pardon and ſanctification, were in his caſe ſuſ- 
pended to his life's end. But let us hear the 
judgment of this Apoſtle in the caſe of others, 
as of fornicators, idolaters, and adulterers, 
e and ſuch, ſays he to his Corinthian converts, 
« were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, but 
« ye are ſandified, but ye are juſtified.” Now 
to me it appears that to be ſanctißed, in the 


loweſt ſenſe of the term, preſuppoſes the idea 


of actual pardon : but to be Juſtified includes 
that idea, or it hath no meaning, which meets 
the common apprehenſion of mankind. Again, 
the ſame Apoſtle to Titus ſays, according 
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« to his mercy he faved us by regeneration 
* and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, that being 
& juſtified by his grace, we ſhould: be made 
6 heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” 
Where it is clear that the things, of which 
they ſtood poſſeſſed, were pardon and juſtifi- 
cation—the thing hoped for, was ſuſpended on 

conditions to be obſerved to the end of their 
lives, namely, eternal life. + (0644 

To the fame doctrine muſt be emed the 
ob cies and conſtant uſe of that clauſe in the 
Lord's prayer, forgive us our treſpaſſes, as 
& we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us; 
for it will be agreed on all hands, that we are 
not to ſuſpend our forgiveneſs to the end of our 
lives, but to grant it at any, and every time, 
when the perſon offending 1s penitent, and we 
are taught to pray God /o to forgive us. Nay, 
ſo little apprehenſion had St. Paul, that God's 
forgiveneſs was thus ſuſpended, that he has con- 
verted the propoſition, and teaches the Coloſ- 
ſians to forgive, if any have a quarrel againſt 
© any, even as Chriſt forgave, (or hath for- 
LN given) you.” | | 

As to the moral or oedQical ea it is 
for the grave and good amongſt the learned to 
determine, whether we vacate the precepts of 
the Goſpel more by making preſent repent- 
ance the- condition of preſent pardon, than 

they 


( 29 ) 
they do, who ſuſpend this pardon upon the 
condition of future repentance. I hope I have 
{ſhewn that the former is the promiſe of the Goſ- 
pel, and I conceive it to be attended with ſpi- 
ritual advantages and means in aid of holineſs, 
of which the latter ſuppoſition is deſtitute. 
And having ſo ſhewn, that preſent forgive- 

_ neſs is the doctrine of our own Church, and of 
every Church, which hath received the Apoſ- 
tles' and the Nicene Creeds ; that it was the 
doctrine of the Primitive Churches, even of 
the Churches over which St. Paul preſided ; 
that it is the expreſs language of Scripture; that 
St. Paul and his converts actually did obtain 

_ preſent pardon ; that it is implied in the notion 
of juſtification ; that it is ſuppoſed in the daily 
uſe of the Lord's prayer; that it is expreſsly the 
annexed benefit of one Sacrament thus to waſh 
for the preſent remiſſion of fins, I ſhall with- 
out difficulty perſiſt to conclude, that, if in 
the other we drink blood ſhed for the remiſ- 
Jan of fins, we do in that a fo receive this lame 

benefit. 

But laſtly, it is objected that the Lord's ſup- 
per thus underſtood, may, if adminiſtered on a 
death bed, deceive the communicant, and en- 

courage byſtanders to defer their repentance in 
hopes of cancelling all accounts of ſin by one 
ſingle act of devotion! It may ſo. But this 

abuſe 
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abuſe is no way chargeable on the doctrinè it= 
ſelf. If the ſick be not really penitent, fo far 
as may appear to human judgment, they are 
to blame, who in ſuch cirfcumſtances adini- 
niſter this Sacrament, If the cafe be doubt- 
ful, the propriety of it will be doubtful; or 
if the communicant be in a diſpefition only 
to repent, the delay of this rite ſhould be 
the meaſure firſt ſuggeſted: or if in extreme 
caſes it be adminiſtered, the hopes of pardon 
ſhould be held out in proportion to the appa- 
rent penitence : and in truth, where the feeble 
promiſe of amendment is offered only in cir- 
cumſtances, which too probably may preclude 
the means of fulfilling that promiſe, the value 
of every religious pledge will be at beſt but 
ſuſpicious; and it belongs to an Omniſcient 
Judge only to appreciate that, to which he 
alone can apportion the juſt degree of retri- 
bution. But theſe and many other caſes of 
diſcretion, muſt be ſettled by the doctrine itſelf 
well conſidered, not the doctrine made to yield 
to the abuſes, which may occaſionally creep in- 
to the practice of this, or any other Church. 

I proceed therefore as I propoſed, to ſhew, 
that the Sacrament of the Lord's ſupper duly 
received, doth not only. convey to us preſent 
pardon, but that it likewiſe Procures for us 
fanctification. 


By 


1 
Buy ſanctification, divines do not uſually in- 
tend the ſignification, which this word and 
its relatives have ordinarily, if not always in 
the Scriptures, as well as of the Old as New 
Teſtament, namely, that of the ſeparationof pla- 
ces or perſons to holy uſes, or offices; but the 
aggregate influence of thoſe active graces, by 
which the habits of the mind are directed to 
the attainment of holineſs. Nor do I now in- 
tend all the aſſiſtances by which it may pleaſe 
God to promote and perfect ſuch habits in 
us: fill leſs would J enter into the queſtion; 
whether theſe are all moral, or phyſical: a divi- 
ion applicable to the different affections of the 
will and the intellect; but which no way applies 
to the manner, in which the aſſiſtances of God's 
ſpirit are imparted: which I would rather di- 
vide into wliat are apparently mediate, and im- 
mediate. Mediate, thoſe which are effected by 
ſecond or natural cauſes: ſuch are the helps to 
be derived from all religious duties: ſuch again 
are thoſe, which to us appear occaſional, or 
accidental, which may be called providential. 
Immediate, are ſuch as come directly from 
the operation of the Holy Spirit; not the na- 
tural, but inſtituted effects annexed to the per- 
formance of certain duties. For although all 
theſe helps and'affiftances are properly enough 
compriſed in the notion of ſanctification, yet 
if the latter are not conveyed by the rite of 

ok the 
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the Lord's Supper, it cannot be ſaid by virtue 
of its ſacramental nature, to effect a peculiar 
ſanctification. Now that it has really this 
privilege as a Sacrament, may, I truſt, be 
evinced from the followin g conſiderations. 

And firſt, from a compariſon with the 
other Sacrament, that of baptiſm. For if in 
the baptiſm by John, water was conſidered 
as conveying the remiſſion of fins only, * yet 
as an inſtitution of Chriſt's, this ſanctification 
is evidently attributed to it in many paſſages 
of Scripture. So in the third of John's Goſpel 
where whatever other alluſions, the rite may 
ſupply, water is made the fign, and the ſpirit, 
or this ſanctification of the ſpirit, is the grace 
ſignified. © Unleſs a man be born of water, 
2 wi of the ſpirit, that is renewed by the 
cc power of the ſpirit, cleanſing like water.” 
Thus in the inſtance of our Lord himſelf, it 
was upon the baptiſm of water, that the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcended, whilſt the remiſſion of fins 
was declared in his inſtance ſuperfluous. 
This is my Son, in whom I am well plea- 
ſed.” Thus again, to quote no more, that 
paſſage of St. Paul to Titus. 8 According to 
his mercy he ſaved us by the waſhing of re- 
generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
cu,, rather a renovation 'y the Holy 


Ghoſt.” 


* Mark i. v. 4. Juke 3 i. 77. and iii. v. FE 15 $ Ch, iii v. 5. 6. 
Now 
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Nov the requiſites to render each of theſe 
rites effectual, namely, faith and repentance, 
being the ſame, and the benefits neceſſary 
to procure eternal life, to which both ſerve as 
means, being always indiſpenſable to that end, 
in a creature, the infirmities and corruptions 
of whoſe nature call for repeated pardon, and 
continual ſanctification, it may be reaſonably 
preſumed, that the privileges to be obtained 
by both are the ſame: at leaſt, that theſe 
great means ſhould be included in both. 
With thoſe, who are leaſt diſpoſed to think 
highly of the ſatisfaction made by Chriſt, it 
has been uſual to urge, that the ſole object of 
Chriſt's miſſion is to make men holy, which 
in the full and Scriptural ſenſe of the word is 
true; but in whatever ſenſe the word be uſed 
by them, they cannot, unleſs they deny the 
neceſſity and efficacy of the aids of the Holy 
Spirit, deny, that theſe aids are annexed to the 
uſe of ſo important a rite, as that, by which 
we are injoined to commemorate his death. 
For if the only object of his death be to ſet us 
an example of an holineſs perfected in ſufferings, 
when can we with ſo much reaſon expect the 
aſſiſtances of the ſpirit, as when we in this 
folemn manner contemplate that great ex- 

ample ' 
But we do not mean to ſt the argument 
here. This ſanctification being ſuppoſed ne- 
. cCeſſary, 


4 
7 
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ceſſary, or expedient, the reality of it, as a 
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benefit annexed to this Sacrament, as I have 
elſewhere obſerved, follows from the very 
notion of a feaſt on a facrifice : for © if that 
« feaſt be an aſſurance of God's mercy and 


* favour though that blood of Chriſt (as an 


«« able divine expreſſes himſelf) it muſt be 
« the afſurance of every benefit which is the 


« fruit of his death, of which one is the gifts 


« of the ſpirit.” & 


Again, if ſanctification be a gift included 
in the Goſpel covenant, & a rite which we are 


bound to repeat continually, and which gives 


us the blood of that covenant to drink, as an 


aſſurance of its benefits, muſt convey that 


principal one of ſanctification. Once more: 
put the communion of the body and blood of 
Chriſt mentioned by St. Paul, as low as you 
pleaſe, it is at leaſt a communion with the 


members of his myſtical body, the Church, 
and with him, as Head of the Church, who 
has promiſed the aſſiſtance of his holy ſpirit 
for ever: from whence alone we might infer, 
that this gift of the ſpirit, implored with faith 


and repentance, at a moment, when we recog- 


nize this communion with him and with each 


+$ Stebbing on the Lord's Supper, p. 104. 
N Rom. v vi. v. 14. vii. v. 13. Phil, Ul, v. 13. 
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(25 {1 
other, in the moſt ſolemn manner, and engage 
for our continuance in it with the moſt devout 


regard to that body and blood, which is the 


type and ſeal of our union, would be granted. 
in as ample a degree at leaſt, as our firſt ad- 
miſhon into that holy tellowſhip. 

Laſtly, I appeal again to the language of 
our Lord in the ſixth of St. John's Goſpel, 
notwithſtanding the objections lately made to 
ſuch appeal, and that I do with the more 
confidence, the more I conſider the interpre- 


tation, which this Evangeliſt gives to the ex- 


preſſion in his Epiſtles. Our Lord ſays *<* he 
< that eateth my fleſh and drinketh my blood, 


« dwelleth in me, and I in him.” I hope I 


have already proved from the phraſe, © drink- 


« eth my blood,” particularly that our Lord 


did point to this Sacrament. As to the be- 
nefit expreſſed in the latter clauſe of the 


words, he dwelleth in me and I in him, St. 


John, I allow, applies the fame language ta 


an holy life in general. But why ? Becauſe an 
holy life is the general effect of SanCtification 


without which indeed, it cannot be effected. 


And to cut off all doubt upon the meaning, of 


God's dwelling, or abiding, in man, for it is the 
ſame word in the Greek, he adds yeREBY 
« we know, that he abideth in us—by the 


« ſpirit which he hath given us.“ Again, 
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ceſſary, or expedient, the reality of it, as a 
benefit annexed to this Sacrament, as I have 
elſewhere obſerved, follows from the very 


notion of a feaſt on a ſacrifice : for“ if that 


« feaſt be an aſſurance of God's mercy and 
* favour though that blood of Chriſt (as an 
« able divine expreſſes himſelf) it muſt be 
* the aſſurance of every benefit which is the 
„ fruit of his death, of which one is the gifts 
« of the ſpirit.” $ 


Again, if ſanctification be a gift included 


in the Goſpel covenant, * a rite which we are 
bound to repeat continually, and which gives 
us the blood of that covenant to drink, as an 
Murance of its benefits, muſt convey that 
principal one of ſanctification. Once more: 
put the communion of the body and blood of 
Chriſt mentioned by St. Paul, as low as you 
pleaſe, it is at leaſt a communion with the 


members of his myſtical body, the Church, 


and with him, as Head of the Church, who 


has promiſed the aſſiſtance of his holy ſpirit 
for ever: from whence alone we might infer, 
that this gift of the ſpirit, implored with faith 
and repentance, at a moment, when we recog- 
nize this communion with him and with each 


© Stebbing on the Lord's Supper, p. 104. 
* Rom. vi. v. 14. vüi. v. 13. Phil. ii, v. 13. 
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6 
other, in the moſt ſolemn manner, and engage 
for our continuance in it with the moſt devout 


regard to that body and blood, which is the 


type and ſeal of our union, would be granted. 
in as ample a degree at leaſt, as our firſt ad- 
miſſion into that holy fellowſhip. . 

Laſtly, I appeal again to the language of 
our Lord in the ſixth of St. John's Goſpel, 
notwithſtanding the objections lately made to 


ſuch appeal, and that I do with the more 
confidence, the more I confider the interpre- 
tation, which this Evangeliſt gives to the ex- 


preſſion in his Epiſtles. Our Lord fays he 
e that eateth my fleſh and drinketh my blood, 
« dwelleth in me, and I in him.” I hope I 


have already proved from the phraſe, * drink - 
« eth my blood,” particularly that our Lord 
did point to this Sacrament. As to the be- 
nefit expreſſed in the latter clauſe of the 
words, he dwelleth in me and I in bim, St. 
John, I allow, applies the fame language ta 
an holy life in general. But why ? Becauſe an 
holy life is the general effect of Sanctification; 


without which indeed, it cannot be effected. 


And to cut off all doubt upon the meaning, of 


God's dwelling, or abiding, in man, for it is the 


fame word in the Greek, he adds HEREBY 


« we know, that he abideth in us by the 


« ſpirit which he hath given us.“ Again, 
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e HEREBY we know, that we dwell in him, 
« and he in us, becauſe he hati given us of 
« his ſpirit.” * Now ſuppoſe only that ſancti- 
cation, or the immediate operations of the 
Holy Spirit, ever to take place in our minds, 
and accordingly to have been promiſed ; and 
ſee, if you can expreſs the effect more clearly 
and unequivocally, than do theſe words of our 


Lord, as underſtood and interpreted by his 
Evangeliſt. 


If theſe expreſſions mean only, that our 
Lord is united to us as his diſciples, and we 
to him as our Lord and Maſter, they con- 
tain leſs far than they appear to do, and by 
no means fulfil their natural and obvious ſig- 
nification : a ſtrong preſumption againſt this 


mode of conſtruction, if the authority of St. 


John even could be ſet afide. Again, if there 
be in them nothing ſpiritual, nothing which 
relates to the gifts of the ſpirit, there is then 


nothing more than what is applicable to the 


relation of an earthly ſuperior to a ſubject or 
a diſciple. And yet the uſe of theſe words, 
« ] dwell in him,” applied to any, much 
more to every ſubject or member of a com- 
munion, would 1 in the mouth of any human 


1 John ii, v. 24 I. YL. 4 
'* perſonags 


* * 
— 
V 


1 


4 

i 
4 
þ 
4 

4 
14 
js 
Wi 
9 


6 
perſonage, however dignified by rank, or diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the holineſs of his office, offend 
the decency of every Chriſtian ear. 
Upon the whole, it ſhould ſeem, that a 
due attention to the language of our Lord de- 
livered and interpreted by one and the fame 
inſpired Writer, ſhould preclude all doubt and 
ſurmiſes, as well as all attempts to vary or 
ſet aſide his interpretation, whilſt that inter- 
pretation is clearly and obviouſly intelligible. 
And it amounts, in two words, to this: God 
the ſon dwelleth in us individually, as doth 
God the Father, for it is ſaid of both, by his 
Holy Spirit. We dwell in Chriſt, not in 
virtue of our communion with him, as with 
the Head of our Body, the Church, but by 
faith and obedience. And the proof of this 
is as before, that he hath given us of his 
ſpirit: for it cannot be ſaid, that St. John is 
ſpeaking of the miraculous gifts of the ſpirit, 
becauſe, amongſt other reaſons, he makes it 
the common privilege of every one, who 
ſhould make a good confeſſion : ©© Whoever 
* ſhall confeſs, that Jeſus is the Son of God, 
Kc. which correſponds with what is elſewhere 
ſaid, hereby know ye the Spirit of God: 
every one that confeſſeth, that Jeſus Chriſt 
« 1s come of the fleſh, is of God.” I ſhall 
not 
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not now ſtay to ſhew, that the general proof 
of the ſpirit, is the fruit of thoſe good works, 


which are largely enumerated by St. Paul. 

It is ſufficient for my purpoſe again to ob- 
ſerve, that the energies or influences of the 
Holy Spirit upon our minds producing this 
fruit, conſtitute that, which I underſtand to 
be, ſanctification. 


To conclude, Our Lord fays, he that eateth 


my fleſh and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in 


me and I in him, which latter clauſe, „I in 


in him,” St. John interprets, of the gift 
of the Spirit, or ſanctification. I hope I 


have already proved that pardon of paſt ſins is 
annexed to this rite. 


And here I am content to ſubmit the ge- 


neral ſubject to the judgment of others. If I 


ſhall be thought to have ſucceeded in my ar- 
gument, I ſhall with many have raiſed their 
ideas of the importance and efficacy of the 
Lord's Supper, without eſtabliſhing that effi- 
cacy in benefits involved in myſtery. At leaſt, 
I ſhall have eſtabliſhed a conviction, that 
the plain account of the nature and end of 


e the Sacrament of the Lord's ſupper,” fo 


much cried up of late years by ſome, for the 


fake of its connection with Socinian notions, 


and ſo haſtily adopted by others, for the fake 
of 
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of its apparent ſimplicity, is not a ſuſt and 
true account: but, on the contrary, highly 

derogatory from the real deſign of this Sacra- 

ment, and, in having rejected the privileges of 

Pardon and Sanctification ſo peculiarly annexed 

to it, prejudicial to the preſent comfort, and 
true intereſts of every devout Chriſtian, 
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THE END. 
ERRATUM. 
In page 11. line 7. for latter read other 
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Lately publiſhed by the ſame Author, 


Two Sermons on the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
preached before the Univerſity of Oxford, on Sunday, 
November 25. 1787. Second Edition, price 1s. 


De RyYT HO Grecorum, Liber ſingularis in uſum Ju- 
ventutis Coll. An. Naſ. olim conſcriptus, et nunc de- 
mum in Lucem Editus. Price 3s. 6d. ſewed. 


DEcRETUM LACEDZAMONIORUM contra TiMoTHEUM 


MiLEsium, e Codd. MSStis Oxoniens. cum commen- 
tario. Price 2s. ſewed. 
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